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AGAINST LEGALIZED GAMBLING

Gambling growth setback for animal rights

The toll of death and abuse for animals is rising along
with the terrible price being paid by families as a tide of
legalized gambling spreads across America.

For more than a decade, racetracks from California
to New England garnered corporate welfare from state
legislatures claiming billions in wages and commerce
would be lost if they didn’t get tax breaks and subsidies
to keep breeding, racing and killing animals. In these
past 10 years, tens of thousands of animals were bred to
be pushed to and beyond the normal limits of speed and
endurance.

But it has never been the thrill of animal excellence
that has driven the racing industry. It is, and has always
been, gambling.

Gamblingis the reason as many as 20,000 greyhounds
each year are bred, abused and often killed in America.
An average of more than 100,000 horses a year from the
U.S. and Canada are slaughtered for meat export, many
of them race horses that simply weren't fast enough,
or those who got too old to run. Even the winners are
butchered, with such names as “Ferdinand” gracing this
international hall of shame.

Today, many breeders and race tracks say the indus-
try is dying, as other forms of gambling spread across the
nation, but gamblers are an opportunistic bunch. Ever
vigilant for a “worthy cause” upon which to saddle their
craft, they’ve marched from state to state with schemes to
“save the racing industry.”

“Put slots and table games at the racetracks, and all
will be well,” they entice, and states have too often fallen
for the pitch. “Racinos,” are the new jargon, and states
like Maryland, Pennsylvania and Florida have casino
backers and legislators straining at the bit to launch them
at racetracks.

Track owners are threatening to close if they can’t
have slots, yet at the same time, gambling industry bil-
lionaires are waiting in the wings to build new tracks and
update old ones if gambling is allowed to grow.

So are breeders. Racino dynamics dictate that as
gambling revenues grow, there will need to be more ani-

mals to race. More will need to be bred, thousands more,
so a few of the fastest can fuel the frenzy. From Pennsyl-
vania to Florida breeders are trying to convince voters
and legislators to “save the tracks,” fund education, lower
property taxes or sustain charities with slot machines at
race tracks.

Gambling industry spokesmen often try to associ-
ate gambling proceeds with education, despite the fact
that states with lottery proceeds tied to schools fund
education no better than states who don’t. The gambling
industry is simply trying to make gambling lobbyists out
of parents, students and teachers.

They’ll stop at nothing, including ruining lives and
abusing animals, to make their millions.

Ferdinand probably
slaughtered in Japan

The Blood-Horse, a thoroughbred industry
magazine in Kentucky, has reported that
Ferdinand, the 1986 Derby winner and
1987 Horse of the Year, likely was taken to
a Japanese slaughterhouse last year. There
he would have been butchered for human
consumption. That, and ground up for pet

food.
--Sporting news.com August 25

But they have a tough time finding a way around the
activists. Despite overwhelming odds, grass roots orga-
nizations have beaten multi-million dollar campaigns to
expand racetrack casinos at locations across the nation.

The National Coalition AGAINST Legalized gam-
bling and its partner organizations were successful last
year in stopping the spread of slots at the nation’s race-
tracks. The coalition, formed in 1994, provides informa-



Gambling is the fire and frenzy behind the kind of racing that leads to the abuse
and butchering of animals. Stop the spread of gambling, and the abusive lust
of racing dies. There is no better time than now,
before “racinos” dominate this devastating industry.

tion, education, and organizational support for grass-
roots anti-gambling movements.

Its board of volunteers is keenly aware of the price
animals pay to facilitate gambling. Grey2KUSA president
Carey Theil is among NCALG’s board members and an
important supporter of the group’s mission.

Animals are not alone in their suffering as gambling
spreads.

As many as 20,000 greyhounds
killed each year for ‘sport’

Estimates vary on the number of greyhounds that are killed each year. According
to the National Greyhound Association, an industry trade group, between 3,500
and 7,000 greyhounds are killed annually in the United States. The Greyhound
Protection League, a greyhound advocacy organization based in California,
estimates that the actual number of greyhounds killed is closer to 20,000.

Regardless of which estimate is correct, the fact remains that thousands of
greyhounds are being killed every year when they are no longer profitable. The
single largest problem with the dog racing industry is the overwhelming number of
dogs that are bred and subsequently disposed of in order for the industry to operate.

This phenomenon was cited by Idaho Governor Phil Batt in 1996 when he
said, “Dog racing depends upon selecting a few highly competitive dogs out
of a large group. It hardly seems worth it to me to go through that process of
breeding and killing the ones that can’t compete, just to have the sport.”

— Grey2K USA

Gambling seriously damages or destroys the lives of
as many as five percent of the population in communities
where it is allowed to mature. In the years before the past
decade’s proliferation of gambling, compulsive gambling
affected less than one percent of the general population.
The National Gambling Impact Study completed in 1999
conservatively estimated the decade’s wave of gambling
expansion had produced no fewer than 1.5 million NEW
compulsive gamblers. Studies of mature gambling mar-
kets indicate about 2.5 percent of all market area adults
have become pathological gamblers and another 3 to 3.5
percent are inflicting heavy damage on themselves and
their families as “problem gamblers.”

Those problems range from suicide to crime, corrup-
tion, addiction and bankruptcy. Even more frightening
is the rise in problems among youth, who are twice as
likely to become addicted. Youth take their signals from
adults, and in societies where gambling is practiced and
condoned by adults and even promoted by government,
it is foolish to assume young people will not become in-
volved.

Researchers now call gambling the fastest growing
teenage addiction, with the rate of pathological gambling
among high school and college-age youth about twice
that of adults. According to Dr. Howard J. Shaffer, Direc-
tor of the Harvard Medical School Center for Addiction
Studies, “Today, there are more children experiencing
adverse symptoms from gambling than from drugs...and
the problem is growing.”

Gambling becomes an addiction and is listed among
the disorders defined by America’s psychiatric standards.
In 1995, Howard ]J. Shaffer of the Harvard Division on
Addictions reported, “Gambling is an addictive behavior,
make no mistake about it. Gambling has all the proper-
ties of a psychoactive substance, and again, the reason is
that it changes the neurochemistry of the brain.”

Experts on pathological gambling believe that the
prevalence rate of this disorder is linked to the ac-
cessibility and acceptability of gambling. In short,
the more legalized gambling a state makes avail-
able, the more pathological behavior is triggered.
Fast-paced gambling that maximizes the number of
wagering opportunities, like slots and video gam-
bling machines, also maximize gambling addiction.

In Towa, a study released in July 1995 found that
5.4 percent of the state’s adults (roughly 110,000
residents) are lifetime pathological or problem gam-
blers. Before riverboats came to that state, only 17
percent of Iowans were lifetime pathological or
problem gamblers. In other words, the legalization
of casinos more than tripled the addiction problem.

In his testimony before the House Judiciary Commit-
tee, Professor Earl Grinols of the University of Illinois,
a nationally acclaimed expert on the economics of gam-
bling, presented evidence that pathological and prob-
lem gamblers, representing only 4 percent of the adult
population, account for 52 percent of an average casino’s
revenues. “In this respect, casino gambling resembles al-
cohol for which 6.7 percent of the population consumes
50 percent of all alcohol consumed.”

Internet gambling stands as a looming threat where
lives can be sucked empty in the dark secret corners of
homes around the world. Gambling profiteers use the
worldwide web to feed unflinchingly upon the pains



NCALG is the first and only national grassroots organization formed
to stop the spread of legalized gambling and the misery it causes

of animals and families alike. Internet gambling offers
universal, immediate access to off-track betting, video
gambling and sports booking, all highly addictive. The
expanding market promises more breeding, more death,
more addiction and more despair.

Americans today wager more than they spend on
food, including dining out. They lose more on gambling
than they spend on all other forms of entertainment com-
bined, including movies, sporting events, theatres and
music.

Across the nation, crime and corruption have become
both more common and more spectacular as the industry
matures more addicts. Parents have killed children to
collect insurance so they can keep gambling, and in one
highly publicized case, parents convinced their daughter
she was dying of cancer so they could collect charitable
contributions. The girl did not have cancer, but the par-
ents did have a gambling problem.

Gambling is an industry that is grinding up citizens,
families, children and animals at a stunning rate.

This does not need to continue. NCALG and its
friends in grassroots organizations across the country

have been successful. Executive Director Tom Grey is
fond of telling crowds that, “Never before have so few
done so much for so long with so little,” as has this coali-
tion.

But with one full-time executive director and a part
time office manager, NCALG faces a daunting multi-bil-
lion dollar gambling adversary. More can be done. More
MUST be done.

NCALG needs to print more material, provide more
web pages, mail information to more legislators, help
educate more local organizations, travel more and meet
more people.

NCALG needs your help in both time and resources.

Please join the fight today with the most generous
contribution you can. You may respond with the en-
closed form and envelope.

We also need your help in spreading the word. Please
subscribe to our newsletters.

You can also make a safe and secure donation through
our web site, www.ncalg.org, where you can find abun-
dant information on the fight against gambling.

Please join us today.

How closely is gambling tied to animal racing?

America’s headlines fil

Dog tracks gamble to resuscitate
struggling industry

JOHN WOLFSON
Associated Press

DAYTONA BEACH, Fla. - Dog tracks are a horse-and-
buggy bet in gambling’s space age. And they’re

hurting. Everywhere.

Bill and Cheryl Ruettgers sat outside the Daytona Beach Kennel Club
during a recent Wednesday matinee, watching young handlers show
off the greyhounds before race 7. Another 200 or so bettors joined
them, a very small crowd searching the programs for a winner.

It didn’t used to be like this at Daytona.

You used to wait in lines a dozen deep to place your bet, said 61-
year-old Bill Ruettgers. You used to have a shot at a real score when
you won, said Cheryl, 57, but the payouts at Daytona are so small
these days, it’s almost not worth the bother.

It’s the same all across Florida, home to one-third of the
country’s dog tracks. Bets on Florida races totaled $575 million in
2002, about half the amount wagered in 1991.

So in a last-gasp effort to resuscitate their expiring industry, the
owners of certain South Florida dog tracks want a transfusion. They
want the very lifeblood of American gambling: slot machines.

ed with ‘Racino’ pitches

Racing horses may move out
if state doesn’t approve slots

Second of two parts

By Ron Devlin Of The Morning Call

Jul 28, 2003

... Dennis Shappell has about had it with horse racing in
Pennsylvania.

The Schuylkill County breeder is ready to pull up
stakes and head for the Charles Town Races in West Virginia,
where a good horse can win two or three times more prize
money.

Gambling revenues from slot machines have
inflated the purses at West Virginia tracks, luring some of
Pennsylvania’s best stables and weakening the state’s $3
billion horse racing industry.

“If we don’t get slots in Pennsylvania,” declared
Shappell, looking out over a picturesque horse farm at the foot
of Blue Mountain, “’I’'m moving my horses out.”
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A note from the chairman

Dear friends;

[ am Guy Clark, a dentist from Albuquerque, New Mexico, and chairman of the National
Coalition Against Legalized Gambling.

For the past 10 years, I have been striving to defend my family, my community, my
state and this nation from damage done by the spread of legalized gambling. Like the other
members of our board, T am 100 percent volunteer.

In the past year, my board and I have seen a frightening increase in the pressure to
rejuvenate, expand and even create new racing facilities across the nation. This pressure is )
not due to the love and respect of animals. It is not about the thrill of watching beautiful animals compete. It is
about gambling.

Gambling breeds in an atmosphere of greed so intense that its industry backers care little or nothing
about the lives their product destroys. We have become increasingly aware of the cost gambling is extracting in
the suffering of animals as well as that of families.

NCALG is the only national organization dedicated entirely to stopping the spread of legalized
gambling in America. We believe we are also among the organizations most likely to stop the spread of animal
abuse typical of gambling-driven races. Like you, we have an abiding respect for families, for animals, and for
the dignity of all life.

We are dedicated, efficient and determined. We spend our resources wisely.

We also need your help. We need funds to produce and distribute educational materials. We need help
with travel to attend grassroots organizing events and to attend local meetings and hearings.

Will you please join us with your financial support?

Guy Clark
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Chalrman
National Coalition Against Legalized Gambling.

YES! I believe NOW is the time to stop ‘Racinos’ from

spreading addiction and abusing and wasting animals

(I understand my check to NCALG is tax deductible under IRS Code 501.c.3)

Please return this form or the enclosed card with your check in the enclosed envelope. Make
any necessary address corrections below. Also, please share the name and address of anyone

you believe would be interested in receiving our newsletters.

AGAINST LEGALIZED GAMBLING Share your e-mail address, and we’ll send you our bi-monthly bulletins!

100 Maryland Avenue NE My share: __ Change my Address, or

\I/?VOOI‘# 31t1 5C. 20002 $500 __Send newsletters to my friend:
asnington, ) $250

Contribute Online: $50

www.ncalg.org $25

You can contribute by phone $15

with your credit card. Just call S

(800) 664_2680 (NCALG appreciates any

size donation)

Send e-mail bulletins to me at @

Send e-mail bulletins to my friend @




