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Friends, voters, activists, lend us your ears (and your pens)!

Listen carefully. That screeching sound you hear may be America slamming the brakes 
on Indian casinos. The damage and division we have been warning Americans about is 
becoming obvious, creating both disasters and opportunities.

	 Hearings in both the US House and Senate are examining abuses of the Indian 
Gaming Regulatory Act, and the Department of Interior has overturned Bureau 
of Indian Affairs (BIA) actions intended to recognize tribes and facilitate casino 
expansion.

	 The Supreme Court has ruled in our favor, and states like Texas and Wisconsin 
have said, “Enough is enough!”

	 These sounds of battle are encouraging, but the fight is far from over, 
as gambling expansionists resort to dirty tricks and clandestine schemes. The 
Schaghicoke Tribal Nation of Connecticut, for example, has gone to court to investigate 
and intimidate private citizens in the grassroots organization that opposed their 
federal recognition. 

	 More disturbing than that attempted intimidation is the recent BIA end run 
on long-established legal procedures. Hopefully, they’ve gone too far. The BIA tried 
to circumvent both Congress and the long-established process for rule making by 
simply distributing a memo to change the rules of Indian gambling. The agency tried 
to implement new procedures that hamstring states and communities who might 
oppose the threat of tribal casinos. The memo tries to limit consideration of social and 
economic impact to within 10 miles of a proposed casino. It also tries to limit public 
input, saying that only the governor of the impacted state has standing in the issue of 
oncoming casinos. Normally, these kinds of rules can be made only after public notice 
and public input. Certainly the new “rules” are outrageous and unacceptable.

	 That memo alone bares the arm of the BIA’s true intentions, and should be 
enough to fuel the fires we need to melt down the monstrous machinery of Indian 



casinos.

 	 To best understand the BIA’s motivation, it’s best to listen to their own 
argument.

	 NCALG board members visited the BIA offices a year ago for an intense 
discussion of off-reservation casinos. Two top ranking officials told us that Congress 
has given the tribes the right to have gambling, and it was their job to facilitate what 
the tribes want to do. Essentially, they said, “If you have a problem with the way we do 
that, talk to Congress.”

	 With that attitude in mind, the BIA has been doing everything it can to facilitate 
the rising tide of tribal casinos. They feel they have an assignment to make casinos 
happen – and they feel no responsibility toward the populations those casinos damage.  
Their power is apparent in the more than 400 Indian casinos that dot their way across 
28 states, taking more than $18.5 billion of America’s losses last year. That is double 
the amount of money lost in all the casinos in Nevada. By comparison, 445 commercial 
casinos reside in only 11 states.

	 They have taken their mission seriously, and America needs to take their 
comments seriously as well. We need to talk to Congress if this divisive and dangerous 
trend is to be stopped. No federal agency should be allowed to treat the rest of 
America’s communities as expendable costs of doing business.

	 Convincing Congress, however, is no small challenge. The dangerous corruption 
of government, both federal and tribal, is bearing the very fruit we expected. Scandals 
in multi-million dollar figures hit the papers in recent months, and the ugly economic 
truths about gambling are proving as true in Indian markets as they are in the 
commercial casino world. The political influence of hundreds of millions of dollars 
spent across the country to influence Indian gambling is all but impossible to track. 
It is obvious, however, that some of the tens of millions of dollars tribes have paid to 
buy influence have purchased political corruption -- corruption from city halls to the 
highest halls of Congress! 

• 	 An Indian tribe and a gambling services company made donations to a Washington public 
policy group that covered most of the cost of a $70,000 trip to Britain by House Majority 
Leader Tom DeLay (R-Tex.), his wife, two aides and two lobbyists in mid-2000, two months 
before DeLay helped kill legislation opposed by the tribe and the company. (Washington Post, 
March 12, 2005)

	 As these dots connect, the picture of gambling and government corruption gets 
more ugly by the day. Still, there are signs of real progress and opportunity. There are 
signs the nation’s immune system is awakening to the deadly disease of gambling. Here 
are a few quotes from papers across the country:

Pomo Indian bid to build an urban casino in california is

‘Not the way to do business’
Arizona Senator John McCain

New Chairman, Senate Indian Affairs Committee



	• WASHINGTON -- Sen. John McCain, the powerful chairman of the Senate Indian Affairs 
Committee, told the Lytton Band of Pomo Indians Tuesday that their controversial bid to build 
California’s first major urban casino in San Pablo was “not the way to do business.” 

	• SACRAMENTO – With proposals to develop Indian casinos popping up all over the state, Gov. 
Arnold Schwarzenegger yesterday imposed strict guidelines designed to limit off-reservation 
casinos.  Schwarzenegger reaffirmed his opposition to additional gambling in metropolitan areas 
and said he would reject any projects planned in urban settings. 

	• NEW YORK -- In a stunning reversal, the Department of the Interior Friday overturned the 
federal recognition of the Eastern Pequots and the Schaghticokes, telling the tribes to come up 
with new evidence to prove they didn’t fade away during the 19th and 20th centuries. 

	• MASHANTUCKET— Members of the Symonds family marched along the edge of the Mashantucket 
Pequot reservation Thursday to protest continued exclusion from a tribe they say has “used” 
their ancestry to build itself into one of the world’s wealthiest Indian nations.

	• WASHINGTON -- The U.S. Supreme Court today delivered a major blow to the Oneida Nation of 
New York, ruling that the tribe cannot reassert sovereignty over its 250,000-acre land claim 
area.

	• NEW HAVEN -- The Schaghticoke Tribal Nation (STN) went to court Thursday to seek information 
on the activities of a private citizens group in Kent that is opposed to the federal recognition of 
the Indian Tribe.

	• WASHINGTON -- The Interior Department’s rejection of a deal for a casino in Oregon’s Columbia 
River Gorge may slow momentum for off-reservation tribal gambling, lawmakers and others on 
both sides of the issue said yesterday.

We have been highly successful at assisting local movements to stop gambling, and in 
1996, we were successful in getting Congress to fund the National Gambling Impact Study 
Commission. After that study was completed in 1999, states largely ignored its findings, 
and the BIA continued its myopic and single-minded mission unabated.

	 While we continue to work hard to support state battles, we feel the time is right to 
push back aggressively on the federal Indian gambling issue. 

	 To do that, we’ll need your help. We need your faxes and e-mails to your 
Congressmen, and your continued financial support. We’re also hoping you will help gain 
the support of your friends and neighbors. Won’t you please share this newsletter with a 
friend, together with the extra envelope and contribution card we have enclosed? Ask them 
if they will at least match your generous contribution to help America stop the advance of 
gambling.

	 The threats and dangers are real and they are increasing, but so are the 
opportunities. I can’t stress more how important this year will be. The NCALG/NCAGE 
force is the only national organization dedicated entirely to stopping the spread of 
gambling. We know what we have done has been because of your help, and we need you to 
keep up the good fight.

	 It’s a battle we CAN win – together.

Dr. Guy C. Clark



How to contact your Representative or Senator, and why
 Politicians respond to voters and contributions. If they hear nothing, they assume everything is going 
well. Every election cycle, good activists make sure there is a campaign event in their home, and personally 
hand a candidate a contribution, even if it’s a tiny one. Then they write, with both support and suggestions. 
Understand the wisdom of the late great Senate Minority Leader Everett Dirksen of Illinois:

 When I feel the heat, I see the light!”
It doesn’t matter if your Congressman agrees with you or not.

Voices from within voting districts count.

How: The best way to contact Congressmen is by 
fax. (Since the Anthrax attack, mail is slow and 
unreliable.) 
 E-mail is another good way to contact them. 
 If you have internet access, go to 
  www.house.gov/writerep/
  or www.senate.gov/ 
to find your Representatives and Senators. 
 By phone, you can call the Capitol 

switchboard at (202) 224-3121.
 Most Representatives and Senators have 
listings in the local phone book as well. You can call 
their offices to get direct contact information.

 Be sure to mention that you are a voter in 
their state or district. 
 If you are also a contributor, be sure to 
mention that as well.

Off-reservation casinos

 Talking Points for faxes, e-mails and calls to Congress

The issue isn’t about Native Americans. It’s about gambling. Gambling is not 
economic development. It is a dangerous and addictive product. No group 
should have the right to introduce such products into a region without at 
least consulting the people who wind up paying the bills and suffering the 
consequences. 

The BIA is a powerful federal agency that is in the business of overriding 
state and local governments to enable Indian Casinos. Congress needs to 
revisit and revise the Indian Gaming Regulatory Act.

Recognizing new tribes and taking new lands into federal trust for casinos 
has a huge impact on citizens of states -- all of whom are also U.S. Citizens! 
The BIA cannot be given power to overrule the wishes of one group of 
citizens over another. Rules for tribal recognition, trust lands and gambling 
need to be decided by Congress, and not by the agenda driven BIA. Let’s 
codify the rules and quit letting the BIA write their own.

Since gambling impacts both vendors and consumers, the decision to allow it 
should be made at a broad level among all citizens and governments within 
range of social and economic harm. If only tribal members visited Indian 
casinos, the tribe could do as it pleases, but that is not the case.

Making all American communities poorer and more addicted will not help 
Native Americans in the long run. Rising tides raise all ships, but rising 
gambling sinks all hopes. In the end, it helps no one.


