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Briefs and clips . . .

GA - Union Point Mayor Ben Stewart, 55,
apparently committed suicide hours before
a grand jury was to hear fraud charges
against him. Stewart called the police
chief at 4:30 a.m. fiand told him to come
get him; he was going to take his life,0
Greene County Sheriff Chris Houston said.
By the time ofycers arrived, Stewart had
shot himself in the head with a .38-caliber
handgun, but was still alive, Houston said.
He died at a hospital.

A grand jury had been scheduled to
hear a 197-count indictment that accused
Stewart of racketeering and defrauding
hundreds of people of about $38 million,
prosecutor Fred Bright said. Bright alleged
that Stewart was involved in a Ponzi
scheme. A lawyer who assisted in a state
investigation alleged the mayor used the
money for vacation homes, 12 country
club memberships and a $1 million

gambling debt. http:/www.kansascity.com/mid/
kansascity/news/nation/8660596.htm

INDIANA -- Former Indianapolis Colts
quarterback Art Schlichter, whose NFL
career was ruined by his addiction to
gambling, was recently sentenced to eight
years in prison.

The latest conviction resulted from a
scam to sell tickets to high-proyle sporting
events.

The judge ordered Schlichter to pay
restitution of $500,000 to 22 victims.
Prosecutors acknowledged, however, that
his victims are unlikely to ever receive
restitution, given the state of Schichterds
ynances and pending prison time. http:
[Isports.espn.go.com/np/columns/story?id=1841615
AUSTRALIA T The man who chairs the
taxpayer-funded agency in charge of caring
for Australiads indigenous populations is
under investigation for allegedly gambling
away nearly $5 million over a 30-month
period. The ofycial under investigation,
Ray Robinson, earns $105,000 a year from

his job. www.news.com.au/commonistory_page/0,4057,1015
9406%255E421,00.html
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Some of the worldés best known writers and researchers will join NCALG for its
11th annual conference next month in Rhode Island.

Providence, RI will host the event Sept 17-18 at the Radisson airport hotel.
This yearts event is titled iTurning the Tide,0 in honor of numerous grassroots
organizations that stopped the spread of gambling last year. Registration forms are
available on the NCALG web site, http://www.ncalg.org or call 1-800-664-2680.

Pulitzer prize winning author Taylor Branch will be among the speakers talking
about the social impacts of gambling. Branchds intense biography of the Rev. Martin
Luther King Jr. won the 1988 National Book Critics Circle Award for General
Nonyction and stands as a landmark study of how Americads social landscape
changed following World War 11. He is among the nationis most respected writers
on the fabric of American culture.

Joining Branch will be the likes of Dr. Henry Lesieur, one of Americads best-
known gambling addiction experts and co-author of the South Oaks Gambling
Screen (SOGS), still widely used to diagnose gambling disorders among individuals
and communities. Dr. Robert Breen, who directs the addiction treatment center
where Lesieur now works, will summarize his landmark work which proves
gambling machines accelerate the speed of gambling addiction.

Dr. John Welte recently published the results of massive studies which, among
other conclusions, deynes the relationship between proximity and gambling
addiction. Gambling industry spokesmen have continued to deny that close
proximity of casinos increases gambling addiction rates. Welte will present proof to
the contrary.

Renowned economist Dr. Earl Grinols will review his latest works which
document the effects of gambling on community and national economies. Grinolst
new book, iGambling in America, Costs and Beneytso, is becoming the standard
reference for students of gambling economics.

Also on tap among the experts is Dr. Robert Goodman. It was Goodman who,
as director of the United States Gambling Research Institute in 1994, determined
that each person addicted to gambling costs society an average of $13,200 a year.

Proliyc scholar/writer Dr. John Kindt, who has published dozens of studies on
gambling and economics will this year direct a panel titled iWWhere are we headed?0

NCALG chairman Dr. Guy Clark
said the conference is geared toward
community leaders and activists. fi\Webve
invited the best scientists and scholars
available. Those attending the conference
will get the beneyt of the simple results
of their sometimes-complex research.
This conference will distill the often
conpicting and complicated body of
gambling information into facts and
summaries any citizen will appreciate.o







